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with fpongy knobs, which is only a different fpecies 
of this genus, in the very curious cabinets of our 
friends Dr. John Fothergill, M. D. and Mr. Ifaac 
Romilly, F. R, S. fpecimens of which they have 
both lately received from the Eaft Indies. The 
examining of thefe has given .me an opportunity to 
be more particular in the defcription of this coral ; 
which feems to point out to us the great affinity 
there is between corals, keratophyta, and fponges. 

I am, 

Dear Sir, 

Your moil affe&ionate humble Servant* 

Laurence-Lane, T hn Ellis. 

Mar. 24. 1757. J 



XXIV. An Account of the EffeBs of a Storm 
at Wigton in Cumberland. Communi- 
cated by Mr. Philip Miller, F. R. S. 

To tie Rev. Tho. Birch, JD.D. Secr.R.S. 

SIR, 

Kead Mar. 31, IT Received the incloied letter by the 

1?S7 ' JL P°ft> Q vm % ari account of the ftorm, 
which happened lately in the north. If the Royal 
Society have not already been informed of the efFedts 
of it, and you think the contents of it worthy their 
notice 5 I beg you will be fo good as to communi- 
cate it to them. The fadts therein mentioned have 
been confirmed to me by a perfon of Ikili and in- 
tegrity. 
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tegrity. Mr. Thomlinfon's conje&ure of the caufc 
of the leaves of trees appearing fcorchcd after the 
ftorm, I believe to be true ; having two or three 
times myfelf obferved the fame in Sufiex, at a con- 
siderable diftance from the fea ; when all the hedges, 
trees, and woods, on the fide toward the fea, have 
had their leaves fcorched, as if fire had paffed over 
them ; and their oppofite fides from the fea have 
continued in full verdure ; which frequently happens 
in ftorms from the fouth-weft: and, upon tailing 
their leaves, I have found them as fait, as if they had 
been fteeped in brine, I am, 

SIR, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

Chdfe, Nov. a* Philip Miller. 

To Mr. Philip Miller. 

S I R, Wigton, Nov. 15. 1756. 

/^\N the 6th of laft month, at night, happened a 
^•^ moft violent hurricane, fuch an one, perhaps, 
as has not been known in thefe parts in any one's 
memory. It lafted four hours at leaft, from about 
eleven till three. The damage it has done is very 
deplorable. The corn has fufferd prodigioufly. Stacks 
of hay and corn have been intirely fwept away: 
houfes unroofed, and in feveral places driven down 
by its fury : trees without number torn up by the 
roots j others fnapt off by the middles, and their 
fragments fcattered over the adjoining fields. Some 
were twilled almoft round, or iplit down to the very 

C c 2 ground 5 
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ground ; and, in fhort, left in fuch a fliattered, 
mangled condition , as fcarce any defcripfeion can give 
you an adequate idea of. 

The change in the face of the country was very 
ftirprifing in one fingle night : for, to complete the 
difmally-defolate fcene, the feveral tribes of vege- 
tables (in all their verdure the day before), as if 
blafted with aethereal fire, hung down their drooping- 
heads. Every herb, every plant, every flower, had 
its leaves withered, fhrivelied up, and turned black. 
The leaves upoirthe trees, efpecially on the weather 
fide, fared in the fame manner. The evergreens* 
alone feem to have efcaped. The grafs alfof in a 
few days time, ^covered itfelf in a great meafure. 

I agreed at fir ft with the generality of people in 
their opinion, that lightning had done all this mif- 
chief: but upon recolle&ing, that there had not 
been much feen any where, in many places none at 
all, but that the effe& was general (i), as far as 
ever the wind had reached y I began to think, that 
fome other caufe might probably be afligned. Ac- 
cordingly, I fet myfelf immediately to examining 
the dew or rain, which had fallen on the grafs, win- 
dows, &'c. in hopes of being enabled, by its taftfe, 
to form fome better judgment of the fulphureous or 
nitrous particles (or of whatever other quality they 
were), with which the air was fo ftfongly impregnated 
that night, as to produce fuch ftrange effe&s. Nor was 
I deceived in my expectations : for, upon tafting it, 



(i ) Upon inquiry, I find, that no fuch thing was taken notice of 
in Northumberland ; fo it probably has not extended any further 
to the eaftward, than the fkirts of our own county. 

Lfound 
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I found it as brackifli as any faa-water. The feveral 
vegetables alfo, which I tafted, were all fait, more 
or lefs, and continued fo for five or fix days after ; 
the faline particles not being then wafhed off; from 
the corn and windows in particular ; the latter of 
which, when the moifture on the outfide was ex- 
haled next day, fparkled and appeared exceeding 
brilliant in the funfhine. This faltnefs, I conceive, 
has done the principal damage: for common fait 
diflblved in water, I find, upon experiment on fome 
frefh vegetables (when fprinkled two or three times 
upon them) has the very fame effed^ except that it 
does not turn them, quite fo black : but particles of 
a fulphureous, or (2) other quality, may have been 
mixed with it. That this fait water had been 
brought from the fea (3), every body, I think, will 
allow -, but the manner how (4), is not fo eafy to 
conceive. 

This freedom* Sir, perhaps may want an apology : 
but, as a gentleman (5) of the Society you have the 
honour to be a member of, did not think fomething 
of the like nature either unworthy of his own no- 
tice, or that of the world; and as the hurricane prin- 
cipally affe&ed thefe parts of nature, in the knowlege 
of which you have fo eminently diftinguiihed your- 



(2) In an adjoining bleach-yard, a piece of cloth, which had 
been left out all night, was turned yellow ; and was not without 
fome difficulty wafhed out again* Some alfo, which was fpread out 
the next day, contracted the fame colour. 

(3) The wind was wefterly, and confequently would fweep the 
Irifh fea. 

(4) No rain, or however very little, during the hurricane, . 

(5) Mr. Derham, in his PAyftco Theology. 

felf; 



C 198 ] 

felf ; I flattered myfelf you would excufe the trrouble 
I fhould give you in a perufal of an account of this 
very ftrange, tho 5 hitherto unnoticed, phenomenon. 
I am, Sir, with the greateft refpett and efteem, 

Your moft humble Servant, 

Thomas Thomlinfonu 



XXV. An Account of the EffeSis of Lightning 
upon the Steeple and Church of Leftwithiel, 
Cornwall ; in a Letter to the Right Ho- 
?wurable the Earl of Macclesfield, Pref- 
dent of the R. S. By Mr. John Smeaton, 

F. R* $. 

Read April .21, TAnuary 25. 1757. about five o'clock 
* 757 * J in the evening, returning home from 
the Edyftone works near Plymouth, I obferved four 
flafhes of lightning, within the fpace of fix or feven 
minutes, towards the weft ; but heard no noife of 
thunder ** A few days after, I was informed, that 
the fame evening the lightning had fhattered the 
church of Left withiel in a very furprifing manner. 

The j ft of March I was at Left withiel : they 
had then begun to repair the damages 5 but had not 
made fuch a fuch progrefs, but that the principal 
effe&s were equally obfervable as at firft. I obferved, 
and was informed, as follows ': 

* Diftance about thirty miles* 

At 



